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UMM ASSC COMMITTEE
Minutes
February 1, 2018, 4:00PM, McGinnis Room
Present: Wes Flinn (Chair), Heather Waye, Nick Skulan, LeAnn Dean, Michael Cihak, Andrew
Bjur, Brenda Boever, Mitchell Scanlan, Sam Rosemark, Chris Atkinson
Approval of minutes from the Dec 7, 2017 meeting was delayed until the next meeting.
Report from OAS (Brenda Boever):
● Facilities management provided good support in reconfiguring some rooms for better
accessibility for students in need.
● OAS is piloting a program to support international students. The program is modeled on
the writing center and is focused on helping students with grammar. Program is staffed
by students selected from a course taught by Janet Ericksen.
Report from IMT (Michael Cihak):
● Tech Fee consultation participation has been low so far. Students should be encouraged
to meet with IMT as soon as possible if they plan to submit Tech Fee proposals.
● IMT hosted guests from the Twin Cities campus to discuss the needs of the campus for
video conferencing. The contract with WebEx is expiring and the university is preparing
a request for proposal. Faculty and staff are encouraged to think about their video
conferencing needs.
● HFA 180 install was completed.
● Pam Gades is working hard on the Canvas transition. We are currently at 28% adoption
(ahead of goal). More workshops are planned to assist faculty. Faculty should transition
sooner rather than later: built in instant chat support will end in June.
Report from Facilities Management (Andrew Bjur):
● Student Center card access is about 90% finished. Dining Hall and PE card access is
waiting on the Twin Cities.
● The Blakely Hall elevator upgrade is almost finished.
● HVAC in Humanities will be updated beginning right after the end of the semester.
Facilities Management and IMT will coordinate to move technology out of classrooms
before HVAC update commences. Phase II of this project (pending budget) is to do
further upgrades (furniture/some reshuffling), ideally beginning in Summer 2019.
Report from Library (LeAnn Dean):
● Naomi Skulan recently worked on updating the Digital Well interface.

● Two new databases have been added (Artstor and some eBooks from university presses).
● Medieval Studies have purchased some historical manuscripts. Work still has to be done
on cataloging these.
● Although usage statistics on the meditation room have been lower than on study rooms,
students seem to prefer keeping the meditation room. Sam points out that there is greater
need for study rooms in the library/campus at large. There was some talk about perhaps
using faculty carrels for study rooms, but it’s not clear how this would work logistically
for the faculty using the carrels.
Further discussion:
● IMT is looking for feedback from faculty teaching in the Science Building on classroom
technology needs.
● UMM received a grant for accessing mental health professionals through Boynton Health
on the Twin Cities campus. This is needed because there are no mental health providers
within a sixty mile radius of Morris. The grant was used to set up a teleconference device
in Health Services to provide access to mental health providers in Boynton. Students have
given good feedback on the device.
Meeting adjourned sometime around 4:30PM.
-Minutes submitted by Chris Atkinson

